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message to speak into the church, and out from the church. Do not
try to speak the message without building a ten-ton bridge in each
direction that will support the message. You will accomplish this
through relationships, wisdom, and understanding. Wait until the
structures are properly built before you speak.”

Without any input from me, he added, “I know what you are being
asked to do. If  were to approve of your work publicly, I would be in
trouble. I am telling you, go do it, God is in it.”

To my undecided or non-affirming fellow believers in Jesus Christ who
are wrestling with the issue of acceptance, or perhaps full and equal
inclusion of LGBT people in your congregations, here then is my “ten-
ton message”: God’s Kingdom is inclusive, with no exceptions. God
does not exclude His lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender children.

If you are LGBT, or more specifically, an LGBT believer, here is my
“ten-ton message” for you: your sexual orientation or gender identity
is not, nor has it ever been, a disqualifier or limiting factor for a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, or inclusion in the Kingdom
of God.

A few terms for clarification

Unfortunately, words and labels can divide or perhaps even appear
less honoring of one group than another. There are accepted terms,
which are regularly used as part of this global discussion. You

will see these words used in Walking the Bridgeless Canyon, other
writings in this genre, and here in this guide.

Theology is the study of God. You don’t need a seminary degree;
ordinary people can study God. Theology describes a personal
relationship with God, the rules for interaction with God, and our
subsequent behavior toward and treatment of others.

Ideology can be religious or secular, and is a set of beliefs, rules,
guidelines, or theories held by a group or an individual.

« Non-inclusive theology and ideology that are exclusionary
to LGBT Christians are termed as follows: non-affirming,
exclusionary, traditional, conservative, and orthodox, to name
afew.
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« Inclusive theology and ideology that accept LGBT Christians
as equal in status to heterosexual Christians are termed as
follows: affirming, progressive, revisionist, and liberal, to
name a few.

Dogma is truth essential to the faith. Dogma encompasses
foundational core beliefs including one Creator God, His only Son
Jesus Christ was born, suffered for our sins, died and rose again,
ascended to Heaven to make a path to God for those who believe in
Him for forgiveness of sins, and eternal life.

Doctrine is secondary teachings of faith, with inherent differences
of interpretation, often associated with tradition. Having different
doctrines does not (or should not) exclude a person from the
Kingdom of God i.e., eternal security, or not; baptism or Holy Spirit,
or not; speaking in tongues, or not; women in leadership, or not.

Opinions are a third level of beliefs, which, again, do not exclude
people from the Kingdom. There is great span of differences
here. Scripture may have guidelines on these issues, but they are
not dogmatic, nor are they doctrinal i.e., how we baptize, take
communion, worship, and adopt restrictive dress codes.

Depending on belief systems or denominational differences, some
people may elevate doctrines or opinions to dogma. It would be
helpful to be clear on the definitions used in your discussions.

Ifyou find any particular section of this guide or a book chapter
of greater interest, or want to further research issues, a resource
list is hosted online at the Canyonwalker Connections website. The
list is hyperlinked for ease of use. Find the list here: http://bit.ly/
WTBCResourceList
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FOREWORD

I've been engaged in conversation for full equality and inclusion
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Christians into
conservative faith communities at some level for more than fifteen
years.

Before evolving to a fully inclusive theology, I shared views many
conservative Christians continue to cling to today. Rather than sexual
attraction being innate, I thought personal choice was involved. I
devalued the emotional relationship of same-sex partners, assuming
them to be based in lust, rather than love. Further, having been born
in the late 1950, | ascribed to many false beliefs my culture told me
about LGBT people.

In 2001, | became friends with a lesbian on a local hiking trail. My
friendship with her caused me to question some of my cultural and
religious beliefs about gay people. As my network of gay friends
expanded, I slowly moved toward a greater awareness of the injustices
suffered by gay and transgender Americans. Even ten years ago, the
need for LGBT civil protections and rights made sense to me.

still, 1 had no reason to challenge conservative biblical stances or what
“God said” about homosexuality. After all, no one in my social circle
identified as both gay and Christian, or transgender and Christian. My
Evangelical convictions about sexual orientation and gender identity
remained solid, yet unchallenged.

Until...

One day in 2007, I read the words “gay” and “Christian” together on
the front page of the New York Times. Three weeks later, I stood at the
back of a hotel ballroom in Seattle and witnessed about two hundred
gay Christians in worship. I came undone.

Well before my head caught up with my heart and spirit, I knew [
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was in a Holy Place, peeking behind a curtain rarely seen by straight
Evangelicals.

I began to share with fellow Evangelical Christians about what

I witnessed in the lives of LGBT Christians. In time, I expressed
emerging inclusive beliefs. These exchanges frequently became stalled
around interpretation of six passages of Scripture used to condemn
homosexuality.

I ' wanted to know more about the context of the verses and the culture
in which they were written. My investigation began with a simple
question, “Were those who engaged in same-sex behavior in ancient
cultures equivalent to people we today call gay?” 1 started to research.

1 quickly realized the complex history of cultural and religious
discrimination against the LGBT community. Whereas I once thought
using only a Bible and a good concordance were sufficient tools to
understand the meaning of passages about same-sex behavior, I was
wrong. I discovered there to be a tangle of cultural, psychological,
medical, social, religious, and political threads contributing to the
whole of what many Christians believe about gay and transgender
people.

I spent almost three years researching and writing Walking the
Bridgeless Canyon. In the book, I move the narrative along a timeline
through the history of cultural and religious discrimination against
LGBT people. I begin in ancient cultures and end with the stories of
LGBT people today.

Challenging the dominant view

Obviously, the Bible was written from the perspective of authors,
audiences, and issues grounded in ancient cultures. It has likewise
been interpreted with those perspectives and similar others
throughout history. Ancient cultures, biblical culture included, were
entrenched in two restrictive systems that created the dominant
lenses through which words were both written and understood:
patriarchy (men hold power over women), and gender hierarchy (men
are superior to women). The Bible has also been interpreted through
those same dominant lenses throughout history.
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If a man were to step outside his assigned restrictive roles of male
behavior and either treat another male as if he were a women, or
allow himself to be treated as a woman, that would have been viewed
negatively. Historically, the social and sexual roles of men and women
were strictly defined.

It would be expected, therefore, that any biblical account of same-sex
behavior would be negative. Conversely, we would not expect to read a
positive biblical view of same-sex behavior.

Throughout history, dismissive attitudes toward women, those who
engaged in same-sex behavior, and, eventually, those who have a
homosexual orientation are essentially linked together. Of course,
then, we would expect the worth and dignity of sexually submissive
males be reduced to the low value of women.

Patriarchy and gender hierarchy were not challenged until the last
century. Women, for the most part in America and developed nations,
have made great progress toward being freed from these repressive
systems. Yet LGBT people are still judged and excluded from many
religious communities using Bible verses written in and interpreted
through strong patriarchy and gender hierarchy lenses, the same
lenses which had to be deconstructed to extend biblical equality to
women.

At the turn of the 20* century, the presence of same-sex attracted
people began to emerge within the culture (we’ll begin to see this in
Section Two). One’s sexual status had been determined by the role
one played in sex (male/penetrator, or female/penetrated. Within
about a half-century, status shifted from one’s role in sex to the

sex of the person to whom one was attracted (heterosexuality and
homosexuality).

Still defined by existing, even if somewhat subtle, boundaries of
patriarchy and gender hierarchy, heterosexuality was established as
the dominant cultural and biblical perspective.

Why now?

You may wonder why there seems to be so much discussion about
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sexual orientation and gender identity in Christian circles. It may feel
uncomfortable and perhaps even unnecessary. Yet, never before in
modern Christian dialogue and ethics have multiple dynamics collided
making now the right time to address sexual orientation and gender
identity in context of faith.

It might even seem wrong to challenge traditional interpretations
of Scripture. But, this is not new territory for Christians. In the past,
biblical texts were used to support both slavery and the subjugation
of women. As we know, there eventually came a time to examine

the context and interpretations of such verses. This resulted in re-
evaluating Christian teachings and ethics about both slavery and the
status of women.

Pressure to re-examine Scripture, particularly on issues of inclusion
and justice, is a natural progression that has been and should be
happening in faith communities. This time, we are poised to challenge
traditional interpretations of biblical texts referring to same-sex
behavior.

LGBT Christians, their families, and advocates are asking that the
conservative church better understand the perspective in which the
Bible was written. Add to that, traditionalists need to acknowledge the
dominant heterosexual cultural perspective in which those passages
are being interpreted.

The call to re-examine specific passages may seem like a “new”
demand, but it is not. The gay Christian movement started in the late
1960s. Since then, they’ve been asking to be heard, and we've just not
been listening.

We need to listen. For the sake of the Kingdom of God, for the sake of
LGBT people, and for the sake of the conservative church, we need to
listen.

Recall the classic story of the blind men and the elephant. Each man
touched a different part of the elephant (the leg, the tail, the trunk, the
ear, the belly, and the tusk) and argued about who best described what
an elephant was. They each simply had different perspectives.

God, too, has many attributes, as revealed in Scripture. But it requires
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all of us to see the full image of God. Partially due to systemic
oppression by the mainstream church, LGBT Christians have
experienced an expanded richness in understanding the mercy, grace
and unconditional love of God. Back in 2007 at the GCN conference,
I'had the opportunity afforded few straight Evangelicals. I peeked
behind the curtain and immediately saw that LGBT Christians
frequently have profound connections to God, the likes of which, are
often missing or diminished in the rest of the Body.

LGBT Christians want to show us these extravagant attributes of God.
Metaphorically, we may see the leg, the tail, and the trunk of God. They
want to show us the ear and the belly.

And equally important, they seek full inclusion. Who are we to turn
away and refuse those who want access to God and Jesus Christ?

In an attempt to dismiss the recent focus on faith and LGBT issues,

a pastor told me. “The movement that you are a part of is extremely
small for a reason.” Ah, but that is the nature of prophetic movements
in Christianity, as well as calls to justice.

A ten-ton message in two directions

The book title Walking the Bridgeless Canyon recalls the canyons
near my home in the Sierra Nevada where [ hike and retreat daily to
connect with God, and process my thoughts. I met my lesbian hiking
buddy, Netto, in those canyons. Our friendship was the beginning of
my journey to inclusive theology.

Recently I remembered an incident I'd forgotten about. To me, this
event was an accurate foreshadowing of the Spirit’s calling in my life.
In early 2008, I attended a local three-day prophetic teaching and
preaching event. On the final day, the visiting prophet took time to
pray over each person in the group of less than one hundred people.

I was next in line, when, instead of placing his hands on me and
praying, the prophet stared at me intensely and said, “Come back early
from lunch, but come to me alone. I want to pray over you when no
one else is around.”

In privacy he prayed and told me: “God has given you a ten-ton
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